out of fuel while applying waterproof paint to the interior

Case involving poisoning due to ventilation unit running R{
of a water distribution tank

RIKEN KEIKI

'y [Location of accident]
At the bottom of the interior wall inside a water distribution tank

------------------------ [Cause of accident]

Two workers were using a mixture of epoxy resin and curing agent
as a top coat to waterproof the interior wall of a water distribution
tank. A ventilation unit was in operation, and the workers wore
gas masks to protect against organic solvents while working.
7.8m However, the generator used to power the ventilation unit ran out
of fuel, causing the ventilation to shut down. The absorption
canisters on the workers’ gas masks had been in use beyond their
5.6m breakthrough time, resulting in the workers losing consciousness
and collapsing.

[Damage/injuries]
The two workers lying inside the tank were discovered the
@ o . following day by a fellow worker. Both workers were rescued and
Can containing mixed paint . . - . .
v regained consciousness but were hospitalized and diagnosed with
organic solvent poisoning.

v

Extract from [Preventive measures]
[2] Delegate responsibility for ventilation systems and protective masks to conduct inspections and maintenance.

¥

Derived from the “Occupational accident case studies” on the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare “Safety at Work Site”



